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Improving the lives of women and 
children in the Lehigh Valley

“We need to remember that we can do 
little alone, and much together.”

Frances Hesselbein

When you join WLC, you join a group of 
55,000 women across the country who are 
making a difference in the lives of the people 
in their communities. Together, WLC has 
raised $1 billion!



about wlc
United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley’s Women’s 
Leadership Council (WLC) is a donor group improving 
the lives of women and children in the Lehigh Valley 
through philanthropy, advocacy and volunteerism.

Since its founding in 2002, WLC has raised almost 
$1 million to advance quality education services, 
including after-school, summer enrichment and GED 
programs; and scholarships for women pursuing 
undergraduate degrees.

Our investments in education are making a difference!
• In conjunction with other generous community supporters, WLC has helped to raise reading scores at Central 

Elementary School in Allentown by 50% since 2010.

• Since 2008, WLC provided scholarship assistance to 150 women who now have their bachelor’s degree in early 
childhood education. This will in turn positively affect the lives of 30,000 children over the next 10 years.

what sets us apart
WLC members engage in hands-on activities to 
drive change in the community. Beyond their 
annual financial contribution, members invest time, 
professional expertise and talent to advance a cause 
they care passionately about – while at the same time 
having an opportunity to connect with other powerful, 
committed women in the community.

become a wlc member today!
Membership begins at $1,000 per year. However, WLC offers a program which allows a gradual step up to the leadership level of $1,000 over a three-year giving commitment 
(e.g. $500/$750/$1,000). For more information, please contact Bridget Smay at 610.807.5740 or bridgets@unitedwayglv.org and become a guiding force for Lehigh Valley 
women and children today.

engagement in the community
• Volunteer at United Way Community Schools

• Mentor a student

• Chaperone a field trip or enrichment project

• Coordinate a clothing or book drive

• Select scholarship winners

• Propose new projects for WLC investments

• Plan conferences and networking events

• Advocate for women and children

research tells us
• The greatest period of brain development 

is from ages 0–5.

• Reading competence by third grade is a 
predictor of school achievement.

• The key to family success is the 
educational level of the mother.


