United Way Community Schools Council for Grade Level Reading
Summer Learning

LEARNING
DOESN’T TAKE A

SUMMER

VACATION.
Did you know…
• Students lose 2–3 months of academic skills every summer
if they don’t continue to read and learn, called the “Summer Slide”?
• Students who don’t continue reading and learning over the long
summer months fall 2–3 whole grade levels behind their classmates
by the end of 5th grade?
• Children not reading at grade level by the end of 3rd grade are
13x more likely to drop out of school?

But you can help turn the Summer SLIDE
into a Summer JUMP so your child can
succeed in school!
 Read to your child every day, sing to your little ones
ncourage your child to read aloud to you, a sibling or
 E
another caring adult

 Make sure your child reads 20-30 minutes EVERY day
isit your child’s school library, local library or Cops ‘n’ Kids
 V
Reading Room every week to get new books

alk to your child about the world around you –
 T
teach him or her new vocabulary

repare a meal with your child using different
 P
measurements to practice math

 Visit local parks, museums or zoos to expose your child
to new experiences and words

United Way of the
Greater Lehigh Valley
UnitedWayGLV.org
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WHAT PARENTS HAVE
TO SAY at the Kick Off to
Summer Learning events:

“I can see the impact of those summer
months when my kids are home not doing
anything. They lose everything they learn in
school. My kids fall behind year after year.
I can see it. I’m putting my kid in a summer
program this year.” – Joselyn, Bethlehem
mother of 3
“I never knew what happened to kids
over the summer. They work hard in the
school year, I didn’t know how much of
that learning they lose in the summer if
they aren’t still reading and learning new
things. Man, I’m gonna think about summer
different this year.” Tre, Allentown father of 2
“I put my kids in the Boys and Girls Club
summer programs every summer and now
I put my grandchildren in the same
programs every summer. The kids have fun,
they keep learning, and they do really well
in school because of it.” Paulette, Easton
grandmother of 3

What Kids LOVE About
Summer Learning!
“It’s fun. I get to learn new
things. The teachers are all
really nice. I like reading, but
I like doing math better. And I
love doing science experiments
in the afternoon!”
– Marie, 10, Bethlehem
“I would probably be at home
drawing, or outside… [I like]
expressing myself through
what I draw and create”
– E than, 10, Allentown

2016
2016 SUMMER
10a.m.
STORYTELLING SERIES

Wed. date Title

Dive intoHello
Books
Ocean…
and06/15/15
Explore the Sea
10 a.m. or
4 p.m.
Beach
Feet
06/22/16
on Wednesdays
this summer
June 15, 2016 Sail Away
August
24,
2016
06/29/16
Northampton Community College
Hermit Center
Crabs
Fowler Family Southside
511 East Third Street, Rm 403
07/06/16
Bethlehem, PA 18015
www.copsnkidslv.org

Each session is
limitedCousteau
to 25
Jacques
children, so register
today
at
—————————
610-861-5526
07/13/16
Summer Learning
Day 11am-7pm
or lvcops-nskids@att.net
Pirates!!!
07/20/16

“Children should never stop learning.
Summer
Series
SummerStorytelling
becomes a period
of regression
and then students waste time re-learning
everything they learned the year before.”
– Racquel, mother of 4
4p.m.

Session
description
Title
Racquel,
an Allentown mother of four children in grades 1-5, makes
sure
her
children
are
actively
engaged
in
quality
summer
learning
On this kick-off day to our summer program, hear about the sights,
How to Hide
All feel
fourofofour
herold
children
attend
the summer
sounds,every
smells,summer.
tastes, and
friend —
the Ocean.
Helloprogram
Octopus
McKinley
Elementary
morning,
studentsawork on
Oceanatby
Pam Munoz
RyanSchool.
/ craft:Each
Make
and decorate
math and reading with McKinley teachers and spend afternoons
mini-book
about your ﬁve senses.
doing fun projects in theater, arts and science. “My kids LOVE this
program,”
said.
of participating
We bring
the feel ofRacquel
the beach
rightNinety
to the percent
reading room
with Beachstudents
Feet Mister Seaho
gained
at
least
one
reading
level
or
maintained
their
pre-summer
by K. Konagaya. / craft: Trace your feet, glue to sandpaper,
reading
levels,items.
and were able to start the next school year stronger
and add
fun beach
than ever.

Hunker down and sail for a day with someone nice for company with
Crab Moon
Supporting
their
children,
of parents
during
The Maggie
B. by
Irene
Haas.64%
/ craft:
Createvolunteered
a sponge boat.

the summer months making breakfast and lunch for the children.
Racquel emphasized that summer learning isn’t just for children.
Hermit“Parents
Crab grows
out ofsimilar
one house
after another
he searches
ocean
Fis
shared
experiences
withasone
anotherthe
and
reliedPout-Pout
on
for the each
perfectother.
home.IfInyou
A House
Hermit
by There’s
Eric Carle
can get for
involved,
youCrab
should.
no way for
we see your
that giving
up
the
old
for
the
new
is
not
a
loss,
but
an
children to grow if you don’t grow with them.”

opportunity. / craft: Trace a hermit crab and add items to its
shell. This successful summer program would not have been possible
without the generous support of Christ Lutheran Church, Junior

Hear the
story of
this Lehigh
creative Valley,
and marvelous
man
who
opened
up the
League
of the
PPL Corp
and
Rodale
Inc.
underwater wonders to the world! Manﬁsh: A Story of Jacques
Cousteau by J. Berne and É. Puybaret / craft: Create your
own picture of the underwater world that Cousteau loved so
much.

The Little Me
——————
Summer Lear
Day 11am-7p

"Yo ho, yo ho, it's off to the bath we go!" with Bubble Bath Pirates by Ladybug Girl
2
Jarrett Krosoczka.
The pirates and their mommy make their way to a Beach

LET’S HEAR FROM SOME
SUMMER LEARNING PROVIDERS…

SUMMER LEARNING STORIES

The Boys & Girls Club of Easton (BGCE) offers an 11-week summer
camp program for all students 5 years and older, for only $70.
Their program Summer Brain Gain & Reading Program and
I-Station runs from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. every weekday and provides
free breakfast lunch and snack. The summer camp is filled with
activities and enrichment with the goal of preventing summer loss
during summer vacation. The Boys & Girls Club saw an incredible
46% increase in reading proficiency among the participants.
Ethan, 10 and Shantel, 11 attended The Baum School
of Art last summer who provided free scholarships
for many Allentown children. It provided them the
opportunities to explore creative arts and gave them
a safe place to learn from professional artists and
highly-trained art teachers. Shantel said, “I wanted
to go because I’ve been drawing all my life, I love it.”
When asked what his favorite part of the program was,
Ethan said “expressing myself through what I draw and
create.”
The Baum School of Art is a summer program for the
arts, they also recognizes the importance of summer
learning and how dangerous the summer slide is.

Lincoln Elementary School, a United Way Community School in
partnership with Communities In Schools of the Lehigh Valley,
holds its free summer program, The Lincoln Summer Academy,
from June 20 to July 28 with breakfast and lunch provided by the
Bethlehem Area School District dining services. The programs
and activities, run by teachers who are funded by United Way’s
Women’s Leadership Council, consist of academic support as
well as fun project-based learning. At the end of the summer
academy students create a showcase for their parents.
Arlene Frassetto, Lincoln’s Community School Coordinator, noted
how important summer learning is for students who otherwise
may not have access to the enrichment necessary to continue
growing during the three month break. “The summer slide is
real, a lot of gains happen throughout the school year andv three
months off without access to summer activities can cause some
of our students to come back behind those who would have
access to summer learning camps and other opportunities.”
Arlene notes, “we’ve never had a case where we had to turn
away students and couldn’t take more kids. Thanks to our
community partners and school district, we’re able to meet our
students’ needs for summer learning.” The Summer Academy
will also continue their partnership with Northeast Ministries
in Bethlehem. Any kids attending Summer Academy are now
offered a discount rate, with transportation included, to attend
Northeast Ministries Summer Camp.
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Christopher, 9 has been attending Push the Rock over
the summer as well as during the school year. Push the
Rock provides a week-long camp in sportsmanship and
athletics, with teachings from the Bible. This program
is free of charge for Roosevelt students. Lunch and a
snack are provided at the program. Christopher plans
on attending again this summer and when asked
what he would do if he couldn’t attend he exclaimed,
“I’d have to practice soccer all by myself! My favorite
part is the sports because it’s healthy for you.” Like
Christopher’s parents, Push the Rock also realizes the
importance of stopping the summer slide and provides
a wide selection of books on site for the children to read
and has committed to adding 30 minutes of reading to
their summer program every day.

LEHIGH VALLEY SUMMER LEARNING COALITION

FAMILY RESOURCE GUIDE
(2016)

$ = FREE
$$ = $25-$50 per week
$$$ = $55-$95 per week
$$$$ = $100+ per week

ALLENTOWN SUMMER PROGRAMS
Allentown Parks & Recreation ($) 610.437.7757
Allentown Police Department ($) 610.437.7741
Allentown Public Library ($) 610.820-2400
Allentown School District ($) 484.765.4001
Allentown YMCA/YWCA ($$$) 610.434.9333
Alliance Hall of Allentown ($) 610.437.7581
The Baum School of Art ($$$) 610.433.0032
Boys & Girls Club of Allentown ($-$$) 610.432.9944
Camp JCC ($$$$) 610.435.3571
Community Bike Works ($) 610.434.1140
Community Music School ($$) 610.435.7725
Cops ‘n’ Kids Reading Room ($) 610.861.7561
Embrace Your Dreams ($$) 610.828.5290
Girl Scouts of Eastern Pennsylvania ($-$$$$)
610.791.1405
Horizons for Youth ($$$-$$$$) 610.861.5507
Lehigh Valley Children’s Centers ($$) 610.820.5333
Lehigh Valley Summerbridge ($) 610.865.8072
Penn State Lehigh Valley ($$$$) 610.285.5239
Touchstone Theatre ($$$$) 610.867.1689
VOA Children’s Center ($$$) 610.432.8352
Wildlands Conservancy ($$$$) 610.965.4397

Want to Learn More
About Summer Learning
Opportunities For Your Child?
Fun and Useful Mobile-Friendly Resources
to Fight the Summer Slide
• www.lehighvalleycamps.com – An online directory of
summer camps and events in the Lehigh Valley.
• www.discoverlehighvalley.com – A calendar of different
events in Lehigh Valley. A great option for inexpensive
summer of learning and fun.
• www.storyjumper.com – Free online books for kids in
English, Spanish, French and other languages.
• www.magickeys.com/books – Includes books for
different ages up to young adulthood and also includes
audio books with quizzes and reading games.
• www.rbdigital.com/allentownpa/service/comicsplus/
landing? – Comics Plus: Library Edition brings unlimited
access to thousands of digital graphic novels and
comics to library patrons on any web-connected device.
All you need is a library account with Allentown Public
Library!

EASTON SUMMER PROGRAMS
Boys & Girls Club of Easton ($-$$) 610.253.5846
Camp JCC ($$$$) 610.435.3571
Cops ‘n’ Kids Easton Reading Room ($) 610.250.6562
Easton Area Community Center ($$) 610.253.7242
Easton Area Public Library ($) 610.258.7492
Easton Area School District ($) 610.250-2400
Greater Valley YMCA ($$$) 610.258.6158
Lehigh Valley Children’s Centers ($$) 610.820.5333
Lehigh Valley Summerbridge ($) 610.865.8072
Penn State Lehigh Valley ($$$$) 610.285.5239
ProJeCt of Easton ($) 610.258.4361
Third Street Alliance ($$$$) 610.258.627.1228
Touchstone Theatre ($$$$) 610.867.1689

BETHLEHEM SUMMER PROGRAMS
ArtsQuest ($$$$) 610.332.1325
Bethlehem Area Public Library ($) 610.867.7852
Bethlehem Area School District ($) 484.892.2593
Bethlehem Parks & Recreation ($$$) 610.865.7081
Boys & Girls Club of Bethlehem ($-$$) 610.865.4241
Cops ‘n’ Kids Reading Room ($) 610.861.7561
Embrace Your Dreams ($$) 610.828.5290
Greater Valley YMCA ($$$) 610.867.7588
Horizons for Youth ($$$-$$$$) 610.861.5507
Lehigh Valley Children’s Centers ($$) 610.820.5333
Lehigh Valley Summerbridge ($) 610.865.8072
Moravian College ($) 610-861-1300
Penn State Lehigh Valley ($$$$) 610.285.5239
Touchstone Theatre ($$$$) 610.867.1689
Wildlands Conservancy ($$$$) 610.965.4397

VISIT UNITED WAY’S
SUMMER LEARNING PAGE AT
www.unitedwayglv.org/see-the-impact/
education/summer-learning
TO SEARCH FOR A SUMMER PROGRAM
NEAR YOU.

United Way of the
Greater Lehigh Valley
UnitedWayGLV.org

4

