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CONNECTING TO THE

Members of Women United, an affinity group of United Way, leverage their individual 
strengths and collective resources to improve the lives of women, children and 
families in the Lehigh Valley. Together, the group has invested more than $1.4 million 
in educational programs with lasting impact across our area. This diverse, welcoming 
group of local female leaders are bound together by a powerful sense of commitment to 
their mission, to each other and to the individuals most in need of their support.
For more information or to join Women United, please contact Madeline Falcone at 
madelinef@unitedwayglv.org.

JOIN TODAY

UnitedWayGLV.org/WU

SIGNATURE PROJECTS
CENTRAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Pre-K Learning Club
Allentown’s Central Elementary School places 
an emphasis on kindergarten readiness, early 
literacy support and enrichment programs 
to help students gain new confidence in their 
knowledge and their ability to learn. Parents are 
provided with age-appropriate literacy materials 
for their children and are encouraged to become 
involved in the school community.

LINCOLN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Social and Emotional Learning
Bethlehem’s Lincoln Elementary School provides 
opportunities for social and emotional learning 
through after-school programs spanning science, 
theatre, dance and empowerment. Family 
workshops provide a comprehensive foundation 
for safe and positive learning and enhances 
students’ ability to succeed in school, careers 
and life.

THE LITERACY CENTER
Administrative Professional Job Training 
This six-week program will support 20 
unemployed and underemployed women in 
the Lehigh Valley with the training they need to 
secure fulfilling work and a more stable income. 
Students will have access to administrative 
skills training, guest speakers, internships, 
job placement assistance and the Certified 
Administrative Assistants (CAA) exam at no cost.

PROJECT OF EASTON
Family Literacy Program
ProJeCt of Easton’s Family Literacy Program 
helps low-income, at-risk families improve their 
economic situation with opportunities focused 
on breaking the intergenerational cycle of low 
literacy. This comprehensive support system 
offers GED preparation programs, ESL courses, 
basic adult education and free preschool access 
for children ages 0-5.
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http://www.UnitedWayGLV.org/WU


2020 FRANCES HESSELBEIN 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
The Frances R. Hesselbein Scholarship 
was established to recognize students 
with a deep commitment to volunteerism.

Robbie Matthews
Cedar Crest College
M.A., Art Therapy

Yanet Veit
Cedar Crest College
B.A., Educational Studies

2020 BETSY TORRENCE 
PHILANTHROPIST OF THE YEARWomen United has made great strides this past year with implementation of 

strategic initiatives to further drive our mission of supporting women and families 
in our community. We called for action and you responded with increased 
financial support and personal engagement. With your help, we expanded our 
focus areas beyond educational opportunities for women and children to include 
financial stability, girls’ empowerment, emotional wellness and homelessness 
services.  

We were ready to respond to the changing needs of our Signature Projects when 
COVID-19 hit. With continued, renewed and increased financial pledges from 
faithful donors, we will support our current projects as well as raise funds for 
special initiatives connected to the cause. Creating connections with each other 
makes us stronger and empowers us. Especially now. 

If you have felt even a moment of despair during this pandemic, multiply that to 
feel the daily needs of the vulnerable in our community. Know that you make a 
difference and consider how much more of a difference you would be willing to 
make to relieve that despair just a bit for others. 

Care. Connect. Contribute. 
Thank you so much for all you do as Women United.
Laurie A. Siebert

#UnitedWeCan | #UnitedWeWillFROM THE PRESIDENT

Laurie Siebert, President
Darlene Pors, 1st Vice President
Lisa Daugherty, 2nd Vice President
Kris Grantham, Secretary
Fusun Bubernack, Treasurer
Marilee Falco, Immediate Past President

2020-21 WOMEN UNITED CABINET

CARRIE WARD
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Beginning Fund Balance  $33,405

Membership and Designations  $116,810
Events and Sponsorships  $18,079
Available Revenue  $168,294

Central Elementary School  $29,120
Lincoln Elementary School  $13,163
The Literacy Center $30,000
ProJeCt of Easton $30,000
COVID-19 Relief Fund $5,000
Sponsorship/Event Expenses  $12,305
Scholarships  $3,000 
Disbursements  $122,588

Ending Fund Balance*  $45,706

FINANCIALS

ASR Media Productions
Capital BlueCross
Crayola
Fulton Bank
Khineder Creations
lehighvalleylive.com and The Express-Times
Laurie Siebert
St. Luke’s University Health Network
Valley National Financial Advisors

Thank you for your continued 
support of Women United.

SPONSORS

Anne Baum
Valerine Lane
Megan Longenderfer
Christina Schoemaker
Liz Scofield
Terri Slaughter

Lynette Smith
Bevin Theodore
Karla Trumbauer
Carrie Ward
Renae Yeager
Khine Zaw

Congratulations 
to Carrie Ward 
for being named 
Women United’s 
2020 Betsy Torrence 
Philanthropist of 
the Year, the group’s 
highest honor.

Carrie began her 
philanthropic journey 
at PPL in 2000 
where annual pledge 
increases eventually 

allowed her to join Women United. Quickly 
finding a home among the other dedicated 
women who volunteer their time, treasure 
and talents, she found her calling on the 
Membership Committee.

“I am deeply touched to be recognized with 
this honor,” said Carrie. “When I signed my 
first pledge form 20 years ago to give fifty 
cents a pay to United Way, I never dreamed 
that my involvement with, and passion 
for, this organization would grow to the 
degree it has. This recognition came out 
of the blue and confirms for me that my 
small contributions of time and treasure 
accumulated over 20 years have multiplied 
exponentially because of all my fellow 
donors.”

To read Carrie’s full bio, visit 
UnitedWayGLV.org/2020POY.

“I believe each one of us has unique power to give, 
and together, we can make a very real difference for 
those in the community where we live and work. It 
truly is possible to make a lasting impact in the world.” 

– Megan Longenderfer, Women United Member

http://www.UnitedWayGLV.org/2020POY

