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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

2013-2014 WLC COUNCIL

Donna Haggerty, President
Dear WLC Members,
I am pleased to report that WLC had a very active and successful year. We are growing,
thriving and making a difference in the lives of women and children in the Lehigh Valley!
• We officially transitioned the former United Way Women’s Leadership Initiative
to the United Way Women’s Leadership Council. Our core structure and mission
remain the same – we are a donor group supporting the community goals of
United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley (UWGLV) by improving the lives of
women and children through philanthropy, advocacy and volunteerism.
• Thanks to our Cabinet members who work hard to steer WLC and ensure that
donor dollars are having an impact in our community, WLC now has a strategic
plan to guide us as we move forward. Special thanks to Marci Ronald, UWGLV for
leading us through that process.
• Your membership dollars were invested into community programs improving
the lives of women and children through education. We actively assisted with
educational enrichment programs at Central Elementary in Allentown and
Lincoln Elementary in Bethlehem and statistics show we are making a difference
in the lives of those students! An increased number of students are moving on
to middle school with better reading, writing and math skills – all critical to their
future success.
• Our Signature Projects now include family literacy programs and mentoring
activities for middle school girls. We also began developing Pop Talks – a
Lunch-and-Learn series on relevant topics for our members.
• Congratulations to WLC members who were selected for prestigious and welldeserved community awards this year: Anne Baum, Barbara Bigelow, Jane Ervin,
Sara George and Ilene Wood!
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WLC has a strong history in
THANK YOU!
the Lehigh Valley, thanks in
no small way to your vision
and dedication to helping
women and children in need. It’s a privilege to serve as President
of this stellar group of women committed not only to helping others
but also to growing a stronger WLC. My sincere thanks to everyone
who helped us achieve our many accomplishments in 2013–14. It
was a very good year!

(L-R): Betsy Torrence; Barbara Bigelow, 2014 Betsy Torrence
Philanthropist of the Year recipient; and Donna Haggerty, WLC President.

2014 WLC PHILANTHROPIST OF THE YEAR • BARBARA W. BIGELOW
WLC recognized Barbara W. Bigelow with its highest achievement award, The Betsy Torrence Philanthropist of the Year Award,
for her lifetime generosity of time, talent and treasure.
Barbara has applied her financial expertise, volunteer efforts and philanthropy to a broad spectrum of organizations, including
the Pennsylvania Sinfonia Orchestra, American Red Cross, YWCA of Bethlehem, Second Harvest, Allentown Art Museum of the
Lehigh Valley, Allentown’s Central Elementary School, Rotary, and United Way’s Women’s Leadership Council.
Married to Leon Peters, Barbara enjoys gardening and cooking for family and friends. Her philanthropic philosophy revolves
around identifying a need, making herself useful and contributing as asked.
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WLC: OUR PRIORITIES
WLC is one of over 140 councils in United Ways across the country. We are 55,000
members strong and collectively have raised over $1 billion.
Our WLC began in 2002 with a group of 20 women led by Betsy Torrence. They
focused their energies on improving the lives of women and children, especially
through education. We know that educating women is the best way to support
economic improvement and we know that helping children in early life is a
foundational key to later success. Today, our WLC is 90 members strong and has
raised over $1 million!
As a membership organization, we decide how to invest our collective dues and
fundraising dollars.
Our updated strategic priorities, adopted in April 2014, notes that we are
committed to improving lives and community conditions. Our WLC is a philanthropic
group advancing the lives of women and children in the Lehigh Valley by giving,
advocating and volunteering. This will be accomplished by:
• selecting and sustaining compelling signature projects
• recruiting, retaining and cultivating our members
• promoting WLC through clear and consistent communication
• ensuring there is an aligned, efficient and effective governance structure
We have committed $140,000 to the 2014 Campaign year for the following:
• Family Literacy: ProJeCt of Easton – $30,000
• ESL/ELL Programming for Women: The Literacy Center of the Lehigh Valley –
$30,000
• After School/Summer Programming: Central Elementary School – $35,000
• After School/Summer Programming: Lincoln Elementary School – $35,000
• Mentoring: Raub Middle School – $10,000

FINANCIAL REPORT
Since its inception in 2002, through March 2014,
WLC has had total receipts of $995,366.

Above: Val Lane volunteering with
the Summer Scholars Program at
the Da Vinci Science Center.

2011–2012
$20,013

2012–2013
$105,901

2013–2014
$95,837

Receipts
Membership and Designations
Events and Sponsorships
Available Revenue

$100,324
$26,283
$159,922

$113,202
$31,175
$237,400

$95,491
$11,193
$202,521

Expenses
Signature Project 1 • Teacher Scholarships
Central Elementary School
Lincoln Elementary School
ProJeCt of Easton
Sponsorship and Event Expenses
Scholarships
Disbursements

$7,260
$27,800
NA
NA
$7,961
$11,000
$54,021

$31,491
$28,203
$24,512
$25,000
$19,357
$13,000
$141,563

NA
$40,146
$29,094
$25,000
$8,402
$5,000
$65,010

Ending Fund Balance

$105,901

$95,837

$138,191

Beginning Fund Balance
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SIGNATURE PROJECTS
Central Elementary School
During the 2013–14 school year, WLC sponsored 18 after-school enrichment
classes for over 300 students in math, reading, playwrighting, art, engineering and
science. We also provided volunteer assistance on family nights, with the food and
clothing pantries, and through various donation drives.
This summer, WLC also supported 200 children through a variety of enrichment
programs at DaVinci Science Center, Crayola Factory, PA Shakespeare Festival and
Wildlands Conservancy.
ProJeCt of Easton
The 2014 GED graduating class at ProJeCt of Easton recognized 26 students who
were supported by WLC’s $25,000 grant. In 2014–15, WLC will transition from
supporting the GED program to the family literacy program to align with United
Way’s revised Community Impact goals.
Lincoln Elementary School
With WLC’s support, Lincoln Elementary held its first before-school enrichment and
skill building programs, including Reading Olympics, where students read new
books every week and even had the chance to meet a former FBI agent. The number
of participants set a four-year high. Summer programming, featuring goal setting
and planning, was also available for students in pre-k through 4th grade.
The school reports significant improvements in student engagement and
behavior. School-wide disciplinary referrals decreased by 25% from the previous
school year and suspensions decreased by 50%.
Below: Central Elementary students at the DaVinci Science Center.

“Our partnership with WLC
has been one of the only
stable things our students
and staff can count on every
year.” – Central Elementary
“The program helped me
to read more with my mom.
I help my mom sound out
words she doesn’t know.”
– Soraya, 2nd grade, reading &
writing support

“I learned that there are many
different ways to solve a
problem. This is important for
life.” – Jamaris, 5th grade, Baum
School of Art

“It made me feel like I could
do things that I never thought
I could do before. I learned
that I could be myself, and I
don’t have to be shy all the
time.” – Nevaeh, 3rd grade, Young
Playwright’s Lab

WLC AWARDS FRANCES HESSELBEIN SCHOLARSHIP
Marissa Lawall: Marissa is pursuing a degree in criminal justice
at Cedar Crest College with aspirations of becoming a lawyer. She
has a special interest in gerontology policy and law. She is vice
president of her class, a peer tutor for business law, treasurer of
the Society for Human Resource Management, and a competitor
on the Forensic Speech Team. In her spare time, she volunteers
for the Special Olympics and the Fullerton Athletic Association.
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Left: Marissa Lawall,
2014 Frances Hesselbein
Scholarship recipient.

