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CHANGE 
IS POSSIBLE 
WHEN WOMEN 
LIVE UNITED

Lucinda McCarthy

A Lehigh Valley native and the daughter 
of a Bethlehem Steel worker, Lucinda 
McCarthy has been an artist since her 
earliest years.
For more than two decades, she provided 
creative direction to PPL Corp, including 
the founding of a multi-disciplinary team 
that shaped the corporation’s web design 
strategies. 
Lucinda created brand identities for 
Historic Bethlehem and Via of the Lehigh 
Valley, and also advised and lectured in 
design classes at local high schools and 
universities. She currently serves on the 
cabinet of United Way’s Women United 
is on the board of directors for PBS39, 
chairing the programming committee. 
She and her husband, Dan, were the 
co-chairs of the Girl Scouts of Eastern 
Pennsylvania’s Lehigh Valley 2016 Take 
the Lead event and United Way’s 100th 
Anniversary Gala host committee.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

VALERIE LANE
Dear Women United Members and Friends,
It is my pleasure to report that Women United had another busy 
and successful year. We continue to make a difference in the lives 
of women and children in the Lehigh Valley with our philanthropy, 
advocacy and volunteer efforts. This year marks not only the 100th 

anniversary for United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley, but also the 
15th anniversary for Women United. 

Women’s Leadership Councils across the globe have experienced 
a rebrand to Women United. This shift more clearly defines who we 
are and aligns us with other United Way women’s affinity groups 
around the world. 

Our donor dollars continue to make an impact through our signature 
projects. The Pre-K/Kindergarten readiness program at Central 
Elementary School has had great results helping young children and 
their caregivers prepare for the challenges of kindergarten. Data 
shows the students that attended the program are better prepared 
with the skills necessary for success.

One of our goals from last year was to explore ways to add our voice 
to the growing movement to end human trafficking. I am happy to 
report that in March, Women United partnered with Demand Abolition 
and CEASE Network out of Boston to provide a training for local 
providers and law enforcement on human trafficking awareness. 
Our connection to this cause will continue under our new president 
as we collaborate with the Community Foundation to continue to 
raise awareness in our community.

It has been a pleasure and privilege to serve as president of Women 
United for the last two-and-a-half years. I have had wonderful, 
unwavering support from the Women United cabinet and United 
Way staff during this time and much of the success is because of 
this team. While my term as president has ended, my commitment 
to Women United will not. The work this group does to support 
and enrich the lives of women and children in the Valley is vitally 
important and I look forward to supporting Marilee Falco and her 
cabinet this coming year.

Sincerely,
Valerie Lane
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For more information, or to join Women 
United, please contact Marcy McKinney at 
610.807.5708 or marcym@unitedwayglv.org.

Improving the lives of women and children 
in the Lehigh Valley through philanthropy, 
advocacy and volunteerism.

Women United is a powerful, global network 
within United Way of 70,000+ women across 
six countries, all focused on building stronger 
communities. Collectively, this group has 
invested $1.5 billion since 2002.

www.UnitedWayGLV.org/WU
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HONORS
2017 BETSY TORRENCE 
PHILANTHROPIST OF THE YEAR 

2017 FRANCES HESSELBEIN 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS



2015–2016 2016–2017
Beginning Fund Balance $92,084 $86,439

Membership and Designations $108,569 $139,320
Events and Sponsorships $10,908 $13,667
Available Revenue $211,561 $239,426

Central Elementary School $13,288 $41,496
Lincoln Elementary School $35,000 $35,000
The Literacy Center $30,000 $30,000
ProJeCt of Easton $30,000 $30,000
Raub Elementary School -- --
Sponsorship and Event Expenses $9,284 $6,834
Scholarships $7,550 --
Additional Projects -- $8,681
Disbursements $125,122 $152,011

Ending Fund Balance $86,439 $87,415
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Brosky Insurance Agency, Inc.
Capital BlueCross
Cedar Crest College
Crayola
Hotel Bethlehem
UGI Utilities, Inc.
Victaulic
Zoellner Arts Center

“Being a member of Women United 
makes perfect sense to me in terms 
of building a stronger community.  It’s 
so rewarding to know that I’m part 
of a network of women passionate 
about making a difference in the 
lives of others. I enjoy doing my part 
to improve the lives of women and 
children in my community.”

– Renae Yeager, 
Women United Member
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CENTRAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Baum School of Art, Da Vinci Science 
Center, Pre-K/K Learning Club, Young 
Playwrights Lab

“The Pre-K Learning Club is fantastic for 
incoming kindergartners. The students 
learned letter sounds and identification, 
and were prepared with general classroom 
structure and procedure. I noticed students 
referring to activities and skills learned 
during the program when having academic 
discussions with peers.”

– Vanessa French, Kindergarten Teacher

LINCOLN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Academic intervention, Da Vinci Science 
Center, Young Playwrights Lab

“In all of these students, I have seen 
confidence in their abilities increase over the 
time they have been in the program. They 
have clear goals and are able to celebrate 
growth in not only their personal Leader In 
Me goals, but their classroom goals and our 
school-wide goals.”

– Lincoln Community School Coordinator

THE LITERACY CENTER
English Language Learning, GED

Ramona, a former banking professional from 
the Dominican Republic came to the United 
States as a stay-at-home young mother. She 
began taking ESL classes and with the help of 
transition counselors, began developing her 
resume and boosting her English language 
proficiency for a return to the workforce. She 
was recently hired as a receptionist in the 
Allentown School District.

– Robin Flores, Development and 
Grants Management

PROJECT OF EASTON
Family literacy, GED

Maria came to us expressing a desire to be 
more involved in her daughter’s academics. 
She attended a family literacy class during 
the day and worked at night. She set a goal 
to gain knowledge of parent-as-teacher 
by having interactive literacy times with 
her daughter every day within six weeks. 
Maria purchased books and participated in 
daily, interactive literacy activities with her 
daughter. They are now enjoying these daily 
times with each other and setting additional 
literacy  goals to accomplish together.

– Janice Komisor, Executive Director

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS
Provided training and awareness programs with 
Demand Abolition and CEASE Network, a multi-city 
consortium.

PERSONALIZED BOOKS, GIVEN TO CHILDREN, INC.
Personalized books distributed to first graders in Allentown, 
Bethlehem Area and Easton Area School Districts to promote 
excitement and interest for reading at a young age

DA VINCI STEM SUMMER LEARNING
Six-week summer program for 25 low-income 
students at Central Elementary
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Thank you to the following companies 
and organizations for their continued 

support of United Way’s Women United.

SPONSORS

“Women United embodies the 
guiding principles of ensuring 
results that create lasting change 
for everyone in my community. 
The outcomes manifesting through 
the force of women leaders in 
assessing, strategizing and 
fundraising to empower women and 
change the trajectory of children’s 
lives is a compelling mission.”

– Lisa Daugherty, 
Women United Member


