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Members of Women United, an affinity group of United Way, leverage their individual 
strengths and collective resources to improve the lives of women, children and 
families in the Lehigh Valley. Together, the group has invested more than $1.4 million 
in educational programs with lasting impact across our area. This diverse, welcoming 
group of local female leaders are bound together by a powerful sense of commitment to 
their mission, to each other and to the individuals most in need of their support.
For more information or to join Women United, please contact Madeline Falcone at 
madelinef@unitedwayglv.org.

LEARN MORE AND JOIN TODAY

UnitedWayGLV.org/WU

2020 BETSY TORRENCE 
PHILANTHROPIST OF THE YEAR

Congratulations to Renae Yeager for being named Women United’s 
2021 Betsy Torrence Philanthropist of the Year, the group’s highest honor.

Women United recognizes the Philanthropist of the Year as a member who is active 
in the community, is a philanthropic leader in the Lehigh Valley and demonstrates a 
personal commitment of time, talent and treasure to the best of her ability. Renae 
Yeager currently chairs Women United’s Impact Investments Committee (formerly 
known as the Signature Projects Committee) and has been a member of the group’s 
advisory cabinet since 2017. She has served on various other nonprofit boards in 
the Lehigh Valley during her professional career, such as The Literacy Center, one of 
Women United’s Signature Projects.

“I am deeply humbled. A wise friend said to me that 
every time you are honored by an organization, it’s a 
chance to share the organization’s story with a wider 
audience. This recognition isn’t about me doing my part, 
it’s about all the women, who on a daily basis, give back 
to the community in which we all live.”

– Renae Yeager, PPL Corp.

“Women United promotes educational success 
and financial security and helps build strong 
communities for women and children in the 
Lehigh Valley. Together, through volunteerism 
and monetary contributions, we are able to do 
more than any one of us could do individually.” 

– Darlene Pors, Women United President
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Darlene Pors, President
Lisa Daugherty, 1st Vice President
Karla Trumbauer, 2nd Vice President
Kris Grantham, Secretary
Fusun Bubernack, Treasurer
Laurie Siebert, Immediate Past President

WOMEN UNITED CABINET

Beginning Fund Balance  $45,705

Membership and Designations  $131,571
Events and Sponsorships  $530
Available Revenue  $177,806

Central Elementary School  $30,000
ProJeCt of Easton $25,000
The Literacy Center $25,000
New Bethany Ministries $20,000
Freedom School Partnership $13,600
T.R.E.E. Workshop Facilitation  $3,083
Engagement Expenses  $933
Disbursements  $117,616

Ending Fund Balance*  $60,190

FINANCIALS

Anne Baum
Pat Beldon
Lauryn Graves
Tina Hasselbusch
Valerine Lane
Megan Longenderfer
Margaret McConnell
Virginia Oskin

Lissette Santana
Christina Schoemaker
Liz Scofield
Terri Slaughter
Lynette Smith
Bevin Theodore
Renae Yeager
Khine Zaw

*ending fund balance includes $8,317 set for reserve

SIG
NA

TU
RE

 PR
OJE

CT
S

This past year, Women United focused immediate 
attention on emerging needs to make an impact 
when and where the community needed it most. 
An additional $25,000 was invested to support 
Lehigh Valley children and families in partnership 
with Allentown Freedom Schools, Promise 
Neighborhoods of the Lehigh Valley and Resilient 
Lehigh Valley.

Freedom Schools – This summer literacy 
program empowers children and young adults 
to excel and believe in their ability to make a 
difference in themselves, their families, their 
communities and the world. Traditionally serving 
underrepresented communities, Freedom Schools 
strengthen students’ sense of self-worth, boost 
their motivation to read with a multicultural 
curriculum and connect children and their families 
to needed resources in their communities.

T.R.E.E. Workshop – A six-week training session 
coaching parents in the face of adversity and 
equipping families with tools to manage toxic 
stress and build resilience to break the cycle of 
family and community trauma.

EMERGING NEEDSCentral Elementary School
After-School Programming and Pre-K Learning Club
Central places an emphasis on kindergarten 
readiness, early literacy support and enrichment 
programs to help students gain new confidence 
in their knowledge and their ability to learn. 
Parents are provided with age-appropriate literacy 
materials for their children and are encouraged to 
become involved in the school community.

The Literacy Center
Administrative Professional Job Training 
This six-week program supports women in the 
Lehigh Valley with the training they need to secure 
fulfilling work and a more stable income. Students 
have access to weekly career counseling, guest 
speakers, internship opportunities, job placement 
assistance and a Work From Home Certification at 
no cost.

New Bethany Ministries
Women & Children in Transition
This program increases access to affordable 
housing to prevent homelessness for women and 
children. Families receive immediate transitional 
needs with the goal of finding permanent solutions.

ProJeCt of Easton
Family Literacy Program
The Family Literacy Program helps low-income, 
at-risk families improve their economic situation 
with opportunities focused on breaking the 
intergenerational cycle of low literacy. This 
comprehensive support system for women and 
families offers GED preparation programs, ESL 
courses, basic adult education and free preschool 
access for children ages 0-5.

“T.R.E.E. was developed to support 
families and caregivers at the 
neighborhood level in understanding 
the role that trauma has in 
decision making and behaviors in 
our health and life outcomes.”

Dr. Hasshan Batts 
Promise Neighborhoods of the Lehigh Valley

Servant Leader, Freedom Schools Program

Gerardo, T.R.E.E. Workshop Participant

Jennifer, T.R.E.E. Workshop Participant

Scholars, Freedom Schools Program


