JOIN TODAY

FROM THE PRESIDENT
When I first joined Women United, the group quickly reinforced
something that I’ve always known about the women of the Lehigh
Valley – we have an undeniable determination to protect and fight
for the people and causes that we care about. It is my privilege
to lead this amazing group of like-minded leaders, organizers,
philanthropists, and hand raisers. We are advocates for change and
champions for the women, children and families who need us most.
Marilee Falco, President

Improving the lives of women and children in the Lehigh Valley
through philanthropy, advocacy and volunteerism.
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• ProJeCt of Easton, where parents and children are receiving
essential instruction at the only intensive family literacy program
in our region, as well as the supports necessary to create a
more stable home
• And VAST and KidsPeace, which are leading the local fight
against human trafficking, with a focus on raising awareness
in our communities and providing critical clinical trauma care to
victims as young as seven years old
When women get together to achieve a common goal, there
really is no stopping us. Women United groups across our nation
advocate with the “The Power of the Purse”. Women’s purses
carry 60% of the wealth in the United States and we control 80% of
consumer spending. It is only fitting that we use the power in our
purse to create a better community right here in the Lehigh Valley.
As we look to the future with caring hearts and open minds, we
will continue tipping the scales in favor of those facing challenges
that may seem insurmountable. We are leading the charge and
inspiring the change. We invite you to join us on this journey. Our
future is UNITED.
Sincerely,
Marilee Falco
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Valerie Lane

2018 BETSY TORRENCE
PHILANTHROPIST OF THE YEAR

2018 FRANCES HESSELBEIN
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

A graduate of Texas A & M University, Valerie
Lane lived in several different states before
setting down roots in Allentown with her
husband, Brad, and their two children. She
was an elected member of the Parkland
School Board from 1995 – 2003 and Director
of Community Service and Civic Engagement
at Muhlenberg College from 1995 – 2007.
Valerie joined Women United in 2011 and is
the group’s immediate past president.

The Frances R. Hesselbein
Scholarship was established to
recognize dedicated undergraduate
students with a deep commitment to
volunteerism in social services in the
Lehigh Valley. This year’s recipients
include:

Valerie’s unwavering commitment to our
local community spans nearly three decades.
During this time, she has served on the Board
of the Women’s 5k Classic and volunteered
at SafeStart, an early Head Start program
through Community Services for Children.
Currently, she serves on the advisory board of
Second Harvest Food Bank, co-coordinates
a food pantry at Central Elementary School,
is an ambassador for the Cancer Support
Community, and also a committed volunteer
at Community Bike Works.

Gilvania Morel
Cedar Crest College, Business
Rubi Garcia
Cedar Crest College, Global Studies
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• The Literacy Center, which is empowering women to develop
the skills and relationships they need to grow their careers and
support their children as they learn

For more information, or to join Women United, please contact
Dawn Fiore at 610.807.5748 or dawnf@unitedwayglv.org.
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• Central Elementary School in Allentown and Lincoln
Elementary School in Bethlehem, where an emphasis on
kindergarten readiness, early literacy support, parental
involvement, and enrichment programs is helping students gain
new confidence and stay on track with their classmates

WOMEN UNITED

®

As an integral part of United Way, Women United is a growing, global
force of more than 70,000 women who are dedicated to creating
opportunities in the communities they call home. This diverse,
vibrant group of female leaders are bound together by a powerful
sense of commitment — to each other, to the organization’s mission,
and to the individuals most in need of their support.

Dear Women United Members and Friends,

As an affinity group of United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley,
Women United has a great responsibility to support our local
community in ways that can transform lives. This year, we
reaffirmed our commitment to several signature projects and
extended our reach into new areas with the support of our
generous donors. Our focus areas include:
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SIGNATURE PROJECTS

®

Women United is committed to identifying and supporting local Signature Projects in need
of funding and volunteers. Women United Cabinet members participate in an annual review
of these opportunities to select or renew meaningful projects that best align with the group’s
mission and core values.

meaningful projects.”
– Liz Scofield,
Women United Member

CENTRAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Pre-K Learning Club,
After-School Programming

VAST is dedicated to raising awareness
and understanding about human trafficking
occurring in our local community by
improving education and outreach,
strengthening partnerships with local
agencies and increasing referrals to critical
programs equipped to support victims of
exploitation.

$87,511

$139,320

$114,050

Membership
and Designations

$13,667

$16,408
$217,969

Central Elementary School

$41,496

$35,000

Lincoln Elementary School

$35,000

$35,000

The Literacy Center

$30,000

$30,000

ProJeCt of Easton

$30,000

$30,000

Sponsorship
and Event Expenses

$6,834

$12,350

Scholarships

--

$3,000

Add’l Projects

$5,000

--

Add’l Projects

$3,681

--

Add’l Projects

--

$6,250

Family Literacy Program

Add’l Projects

--

$2,500

ProJeCt of Easton’s Family Literacy Program
helps low-income, at-risk families improve
their economic situation with opportunities
focused on breaking the intergenerational
cycle of low literacy. This comprehensive
support system for parents and children
offers GED preparation programs, ESL
courses, basic adult education and free
preschool access for children up to age 5.

Add’l Projects

--

$4,167

Add’l Projects

--

$8,511

Disbursements

$152,011

$166,778

Ending Fund Balance

$87,415

$51,191

PROJECT OF EASTON

Human Trafficking Awareness
and Education Campaign

$86,439

$239,426

THE LITERACY CENTER

VAST (THE VALLEY AGAINST SEX TRAFFICKING)

Beginning Fund Balance

Available Revenue

Bethlehem’s Lincoln Elementary School
focuses on the whole child through morning
and after-school enrichment programs
spanning science, technology, engineering,
math, theatre, art and mindfulness
practices. A mentoring program offered
through a partnership with Big Brothers and
Big Sisters of the Lehigh Valley ensures
student success by fostering meaningful
relationships with caring adults.

The Literacy Center provides women who are
new to the United States with the help they
need to pursue a career in their professional
fields. Programming focuses on overcoming
barriers to employment, skills development,
professional networking and learning
opportunities that help parents become
partners in their children’s academic success.

2017–2018

Events and Sponsorships

Morning and After-School
Enrichment Programming, Mentoring

Allentown’s Central Elementary School
places an emphasis on kindergarten
readiness, early literacy support and
enrichment programs to help students gain
new confidence in their knowledge and their
ability to learn. Parents are provided with
age-appropriate literacy materials for their
children and are encouraged to read as a
family in the home and become involved in
the school community.

Women Rising: Supporting Immigrant
Professionals in the Lehigh Valley

THE CHANGE

LINCOLN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

2016–2017

KIDSPEACE

KidsPeace Enhanced Clinical
Trauma Life-Skills Program
The Enhanced Clinical Trauma and Life-Skills
Program at KidsPeace provides traumainformed clinical care and life skills education
to young girls with histories of trauma and
abuse associated with sex trafficking. This
program empowers girls to achieve higher
levels of self-worth, fosters resilience and
encourages a positive outlook for a safe,
healthy, productive life in the future.

Da Vinci (STEM)
Human Traff – Hunt
Human Traff – VAST
Human Traff – LVCF
KidsPeace

CISLV (2015)

SPONSORS
Thank you to the following
companies and organizations
for their continued support of
United Way’s Women United.

1

Crayola
DaVinci Science Center
lehighvalleylive.com and
The Express-Times
Victaulic

018

– Darlene Pors,
Women United Member

“I joined Women United because
it’s important to me that the group
engages and empowers women
who want to strengthen the Lehigh
Valley, not only through fundraising
and volunteering but also through
evaluating and directing funds to

FINANCIALS
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“As a member of Women United, I
am passionate about supporting
women in the Lehigh Valley. I can
see my philanthropic contributions
helping to benefit both women and
children in my community and make
a difference in their lives – a positive
difference that can change the
outcome of their future.”

WOMEN
UNITED
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