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STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN FAMILIES ATTENDED
0UT-OF-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES EVENTS/CONFERENCES

Hays Elementary School increased their after-school program
opportunities to encourage student engagement. Partnering

with upper classmen from Central Catholic High School, Hays
students participated in the Pickle Ball After-School Program.

IMPROVED ATTENDANCE AMONG AT-RISK STUDENTS IMPROVE ATTENDANCE
The Community School Coordinator implemented new attendance

initiatives for chronically absent students who miss more than 20 days MEET MORE STUDENTS’
per year. A mentoring program was created where PPL volunteers came BAS": NEEDS

to the school to work with 5th grade at-risk students once a week.

In addition, the Lunch Bunch program was started for 1st-5th grade

students. They would discuss the importance of attendance, talk, play CONTINUE STRONG
games and eat lunch together. FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

EXPANDED FOOD RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS AND FAMILIES

Community partnerships are essential in the fight to end food insecurity

among Allentown students and families. In March 2022, Promise

Neighborhoods of the Lehigh Valley, Community Action Lehigh Valley and /
Second Harvest Food Bank opened the Promise Food & Wellness Center

at Hays Elementary School. This pantry is open Wednesdays, Thursdays i

and Fridays as well as the first and third Saturday of every month. It

operates with a convenient order-ahead system and exemplifies the

‘choice pantry” model recommended by Feeding PA.
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